STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

| . ) ©  ORDINANCE NO: 99-24
COUNTY OF GEORGETOWN )

AN ORDINANCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING A LOCAL
ACCOMMODATIONS TAX AND A LOCAL HOSPITALITY TAX IN GEORGETOWN
COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA; PROVIDING FOR THE COLLECTION OF SAID
TAXES; AND PROVIDING CERTAIN OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO:

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina has enacted the Local
Accommodations Tax Act and the Local Hospitah’ty Tax Act (the Acts); and

WHEREAS said. Acts prov1de that the proceeds of local accommodatlons taxes and loca}
Ahospltahty taxes may be used to provide:- ' :

() tourism-related buildings, 1nclud1nc but notliim’ted to, civic centers, coliseurns,
| and aquariums; ' : ' '
(2) cultural, recreational, or h1stonc facilities;
(3) beach access and renourishment; .
(#) - highways, roads, streets, and bridges providing access to tourist destinations;
(5) advertisements and promotions related to tourism development; or -
(6) water and sewer 1r1frastructure to serve tourism- rclated demand; and

WHEREAS, Georgetown County, South Caro]mﬂ (the "County") desxres to provide such
facilities, amenities, benefits, and infrastructure within the County to promote tourism from
within and without the County and to enhance the health, safety, welfare and quahty of life of its
citizens; and, '

WHEREAS, the County Council of the County finds and concludes that new and renovated
tourist-related buildings, new and renovated cultural, recreational and historic facilities,
improved beach access and beach renourishment, hi ghways, roads, streets, and bridges providing
access to tourist destinations, advertisements and promotions related to tourism development,
and water and sewer infrastructure to serve tourism-related demand throughout al] of
Georgetown County will enhance and encourage tourism in all areas of the County wherein such
facilities are located by the direct use of such facilities by tourists, by the use of such facilities
for tourist related activities such as festivals, sporting events, exhibitions, and active and passive
recreational activities and by the attraction of toursts to areas. within the County that are not now
generally considered tourist destinations; and,

WHEREAS, the County Counci! of the County finds and concludes that the imposition of a 3%
-local accommodations tax upon the rental of hotels, motels, and other lodging establishments in-
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the County and the imposition of a 2% local hospitality fee upon the sales of prepared meals and

beverages sold in establishments in the County will provide a dedicated source of revenue and an
appropriate and efficient means of funding such facrlmes projects, and improvements ailowed by
the Acts. .

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordamed the County Council of Georoetown County South Carohna
duly assembled and by the authority of same as foliows

‘Section 1. Deﬁnitions.

a. "Accommodation” is defined as any room (excluding meeting and conference rooms),
campground spaces, recreational vehicle spaces, lodgings or sleeping accommodations fumnished
to transients by any hotel, motel, inn, condominium, "bed and breakfast”, residence, or any other
place in which rooms, lodgings, or sleeping accommodations are furnished for consideration
within Georgetown County, South Carolina. The gross proceeds received from the lease or rental
of sleeping accomrnodations supplied to the same person for a period of thlrty (30 contmuous
days are not considered proceeds from transients.

b. "Prepared Meals and Beverages” is defined as the products sold ready for consumption either
on or off premises in businesses classified as eating and drinking places under the Standard
Industrial Code Classification Manual and including lunch counters and restaurant stands;
restaurants, lunch counters, and drinking places operated as a subordinate service facility by other
establishments; and bars and restaurants owned by and operated for members of civic, somal and
fraternal associations. ‘

Section 2. Establishment of Local Accomodatioﬁs and Hospitality Taxes.

a. A uniform tax equal to 3% is hereby 1mposed on the gross proceeds derived from the rental of
any Accommodations within the County.

b. A uniform tax equal to 2% is hereby imposed on the gross proceeds denived from the sale of
Prepared Meals and Beverages within the County.

¢. Limitations

(1) Accommodations Tax. The local accommodatmns tax imposed herein shall not be i in
excess of one and one-half (1 Y2 %) of the gross proceeds derived from the rental of any
accommodations in establishments located within the boundaries of a municipality without the
consent, expressed by Resolution, of the governing body of each such municipality. The
cumulative rate of the local accommodations tax imposed herein and any municipal local
accommodations tax existing on the date of the passage of this Ordinance may not exceed 3%.
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(ii) Hospitality Tax. The local hospitality tax imposed herein shall not be in excess of 1%
of the gross proceeds of Prepared Meals and Beverages sold in establishments located within the
boundaries of a municipality without the consent, expressed by Resolution, of the govemning
body of each such municipality. The cumulative rate of the local hospitality tax imposed herein
and any municipal local hospitality tax existing on the date of the passage of this Ordinance may
not exceed 2%. ' ' '

Section 3. Payment of Local Taxes.

a. The payments of the local accommodations tax and local hospitality tax (the "Taxes")
established herein shall be the liability of the consumer of the services. The taxes shall be paid at
 the time of delivery of the services to which the tax applies, and shall bé collected by the
provider of the services. The County shall promulgate 2 form of return which shall be utilized by
the provider of the services to calculate the amount of the Taxes collected and due. This form
shall contain a sworn declaration as to the correctness thereof by the provider of services.

b. The provider of services shall remit the form, a copy of the State of South Carolina sales tax
computation form, and the taxes no later than the 20th of each month following the period when
the taxes are collected. The taxes shali be remitted monthly when the estimated amount of
average tax is more than fifty dollars 2 month, on a quarterly basis when the estimated amount of
average tax is twenty-five dollars to fifty dollars a month, and on an annual basis when the
estimated amount of average tax is less than twenty-five dollars a month. The forms and taxes
shall be send care of the County Administrator, Post Office Drawer 1270, Georgetown, South =
Carolina 29442,

Section 4. Local Acconunodations Tax and Locat Hospitality Tax Special Revenue Fund. An
interest-bearing, segregated and restricted account to be known as the "Georgetown County,
South Carolina, Local Accommodations Tax and Local Hospitality Tax Special Revenue Fund"
(the "Special Revenue Fund") is hereby established. All revenues received from the Taxes
imposed herein shall be deposited into this fund. The principal and any accrued interest in the
Special Revenue Fund shall be expended only as permitted by this Ordinance. - R

Section 5. Distribution of Funds. All funds placed in the Special Revenue Fund including
accrued interest shall be expended only for the purposes of investigating the feasibility of the
construction of such facilities, projects, and improvements allowed by the Acts, the construction
of such facilities, projects, and improvements allowed by the Acts and for other enhancements to
services associated with such facilities, projects, and improvements aliowed by the Acts within
the County. Administrative costs associated with the collections of the Taxes shall also be paid
from the Special Revenue Fund.
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Section 6. Inspections, Audits and Administration. For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of
this Ordinance, the Assistant Administrator for Finance or other authorized agent of the County
is empowered to enter upon the premises of any person subject to this Ordinance and to make
inspections, exarnine and audit books and records. It shall be unlawful for any person to fail or
refuse to make available the necessary books and records during normal business hours upon
twenty-four (24) hours written notice. In the event an audit reveals that false information has
been filed by the remittor, the cost of the audit shall be added to the correct amount of taxes
determined to be due. All operational and administrative costs associated with the billing and
collection of the local accommodations tax and loca} hospitality tax will be charged to the and -
paid from the special revenue fund. The Director of Finance or authorized agent may make
systematic inspections of all Accommodations and all establishments selling Prepared Meals and
Beverages within the County o ensure compliance with this Ordinance. Records of mspecuons
shall not be deemed public records.

Section 7. Violations and Penalties. It shall be a viclation of this Ordinance to:

a. fail to collect the local accomrodations tax in connection with the rental of any -
Acconimodations to transients.

b. fail to collect the local hospitality tax in connection with the sale of any Prepared Meais and
Beverages. _

c. fail to remit to the County the Taxes coliected, pursuant to this Ordinance on a
monthly/quarterly/annual basis, as required in Section 5. ‘

d. knowingly provide false information on the form of return submitted to the County.

e. fail to prov1de access to books and records to the County Fmancc Depaﬂment for the purpose
of an aucht upon 24 hours’ written natice,

The penalty for violation of this ordinance shall be 5% per month, charged on the original
amount of the Taxes due, up to a maximum of 100%. Additionally, violators may be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, subject to a $500 fine and/or 1mpn30nment for up to thirty (30) days for
each violation of this Ordinance.
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Section 8. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective as to hospitality taxes only as of July
1, 1999 and as to thh accomumeodations taxes and hospitality taxes as of October 1, 1999.

GEORGETOWN COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

Vo Clu bl
irman, C

é&ﬂ 5/ " Cha ounty Council (SEAL)

ATTEST: Clerk, County Cefefl

Date of First Reading: " April 13, 1999
Date of Second Reading: | April 27 » 1999
Publication of Notice of Public Hearing: April 26, 1999
Date of Public Hearing: May 11, 1999 |

Date of Third Reading: May 11, 1999

el gl B 7

APPROVED AS TO FORM: County-Artomey
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